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The Orleans  Ball Eocm I1ABS No-  IA~1155 

Location:     717 Orleans Street, New Orleans,  Orleans Parish,  Louisiana. 

The  Orleans Ball icon is located in Square  S9}  Lot 6 of the 

\ieux Garre  in the City of Mew Orleans,   Orleans Parish,   Louisiana. 

The street address  is 717 Orleans Street,  the  "downtown" side cf 

the street,     This  street was originally planned ty £n;-ineer _ie 

Pauger to be the Crand'rue cf the Vieux Carre and is tnerefore 

seven feet wider than ether streets  in what is  new called  the 

French  Quarter. ■.*.%-■-.-» 

The Ball  Room is presently owned by the Society  of  the Holy 

Family,  a religious order cf Muns,   and is  only one portion of a 

convent group  in this  square.     It  is  occupied find used by the Nuns 

as  a school  for >!egrc girls. 

The  significance of the .iall itoem derives principally from 

its former historical uses related, as  it  was  to  several different 

phases   of life in  the  earl/ history of i4.ew ■■ rleans.      Tolay it has 

become  t;:e  center  of a  cc ntrcversy between commercial  interests 

who wisn to convert tne  property to a motel and these v/ho are 

at4rifr^$)3£L>-teM nup-Ettain  nistoric architectural values   in  the Old 
'•". '';.»;*3«>. ■-■"'    .,^v-.\s-i." 
' £'-' ->h- i': ;■.;;;■ '      ': '■ 

Qu^ter^...;\s\^_ ;*"?,..■, 
T"-  '■"" '-.>,   "., ■'■ - -   ■"•'■■ :" 

3G-ft&oo&. 

^f^sf-r* 
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£       Part 1.    HJa&feioaT l&f option 

' *i -1- -. '  *?v* 

■'"^- Construction 'on the  original Orleans Sail --ocm was b^gun 

in l8l6 by Hsnry 3. Latrobe who also designed the  Orleans Theatre 

adjacent to it.     It seens that work had hardly begun before the 

fire of September of that year destroyed the Ball  Room,   the   Theatre 

and a large adjacent area.     Two months later,  however,  both the 

French and  the  English editions  of the Louisiana courier,   ore 

November 13> 1316,  carried an advertisement by John Davis for a 

"Prospectus for rebuilding the Orleans  -heatre". 

The contract for rebuilding v/as passed before the Notary ->---..-".^v Kr  • 
-v<;\    *'"..-'-■ ■' _.s "*>:. 
-."'«   .■'*.t'V,* "V*- ** » 

Public,  Hichel  de Armas,   on February 1?,  1817   (Notarial Archives, '^.>^?   t*-.. :'-|^ 

City of new Orleans)  between t'ohn Davis,  owner of  the Orleans 

Theatre and william an.d Robert .crani.      (See Appendix A)* NO 

notice of the  completion,   or of the grand opening h&s been discovered, 

however,   the Louisiana Courier,   December 53   lol/',   carried an 

advertisement announcing  the "First Concert in tne Orleans  Ball 

?.oon for December 9".     (See appendix B) 

oince,   unfortunately,   neither Latrcue's  nor Brand's drawings 

have been discovered,  we must rely upon the descriptions and early 

vj^ewS -fbrihl^wU'^gf ccntenpory writers.     In these writings both the 

3all RopiBv^Wa■ t&&&theatre are described jointly and,   apparently, 
•A'     ^       .  .  -/■«: _■■■';» 4.- 

interchangeably. 

One of the earliest descriptions describing the festive character 

of tne building  is to be  found in J.H.   Ingranam's   (pseudonym,   "A 

Yankee")   ThQ  Southwest  (Harper --'.-. brothers,   'J.Y.,   1635*     rages 116- 

* The appendices, which are transcriptions of primary raterials, 

are inducted in the field records. 
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1^9 }*V (See,,Appendix C)  The fact that the two cuii.iings were 

iilterconnectiarf.appears in a description of the L;all Room under 

the Ker.ding of "The Orleans Theatre" in Gibson's luide and Directory 

of the State of Louisiana and the Cities of Ne:: Orleans and Lafayette, 

(John Gibson, Publisner, New Orleans, La. 1333, p.3lU) (See appendix D) 

An illustration in the sane cock, page 31>j (See Appendix E) shows 

us what Twist  have been the original appearance of. r,he  two contiguous 

buildings, the iJall Hoor. b;ing the one on the rignt. The Theatre 

Building snown on the left was destroyed by fire in 1666}  but the 

Ball iioom was spared frc;" this blaze* Ss^ential^y, the facade today 

is the sa;;ie <*s depicted in tnt-,- iilustrat?-cn,  i-Iajor exterior change «h«S,"* "'>' 
■**?■■ , .^ 

been tne addition o" the wood balccny and louvered screen which     ..  ^ /'-' 

obscures the classic lines of the building. Tne balustrade-parapet 

has also been caanged. 

Between the date of its beginning in 161? and the present, the 

Ball doc m hb.s  served a variety of functions in the affairs of New 

Orleans.  During its earliest years it was the location of brilliant 

society balls, including a grand ball for the ^arauis ie Lafayette. 

It has also been linked with trie f-ricus Tuadrocn flails of early Mew 

Orleans by .maj^. ifriters including the federal Writers Project of the 

vJ«F>^j. New Opippfe City Guide, revised by Robert Tallant (Houston 

i'tifflih, Boston^'1952, p. 130).  This impression is contradicted in 

Stanley Clisby Arthur's Old :<e\- Orleans,_a History of tne Vieux Carre, 

Its Ancient and Historical ruildings (Harmanson, rublisher, 1936, 

revised 1962, p. 76). 
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Arth^,,atiiii1ies»-,-''^avis' Hocms continued tc be popular with tne test 

elements' of New Orleans society antil 1^3'-' when tne Saint Louis 

betel was completed and its magnificent ralirooro tnpown open .*.." 

At cne time, in 1828, it was the oeat of zhe  5tate Legislature 

when the Government House was destroyed by fire (New Orleans City 

Guide, page 23?) and between 1372 r=nd 13<il it became the First District 

.•curt.  Cn September 1U, 1-331, tne property was acquired fron George 

:-. _■' riedrichs t/ the Society of the Holy Family Uctave de Armas, NP, 

Notarial Archives, City of New Orleans). 

3efore presenting the chain of title cn this property, further 

%&■ '■&'■■■'' 

reference should be rv.8 to some of tne documentary evidence regarding-p^-v)'; 

the fabric and furnisnings. In  a s«.le referred to here-after, there i^b;.. ,/'" 

listed and itemized an "enormous tmount of decorations and accessories" 

(.■■ay 11, lo3o, Act ,?333, ¥.  de Armas, :;?, Wot*rial Archives, City 

of bew Orleans) (iee appendix r).  The addition of tne balcony and the 

existing parapet is not donumenteu, tut certain repairs were made 

according tc an untraislated contract (2? Cc~.ob ^r Xoii3, Act j/252, 

Lucien Hermann, "IP, '-iotarial Archives, i-ity of .iexv Orleans) (See Appendix 

G) and according to specifications annexeo. tc an ,-iCt passed before £. 

Barnett, NF, April 20, 1367 (Motarial Archives, City of «ew Orleans) 

(See-Appendix.'H) major structural repairs were maae in accordance with 

plans'by James Freret and Orarfrow, architects,  Alterations on the 

interior, tc adapt the buildin;-; to its present use have  not been documented. 

The source for the following chain of title is the Notarial 

Arc.nJves, City of .'jew Orleans, as aceuir°b from th Vi3UX Carre 
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3U^V^r-Soard^",^9 j&ward G. Schleider Educational Foundation 

and: a^p^eted -hereto. .  Since various properties in this Square 

were acquired by the °cciety of the Holy Family at various tiir.es, 

reference should be rn^de to the appended map traced from a nap 

drawn by A. de Armas, July 10, 1369, as annexes* to Act 112, July 15, 

1873, by 0. de Armas, Notary Public. (See Appendix I)  ihe Orleans 

Ballroom and the first addition tc it which extended through the 

Square to St. Ann Street are designated on the map as Lot "A". 

Only the chain en this pcrtion will le traced. 

The Society of the Holy Family acquired from George 0. Friedrichs 

(September lU, 1381, Octave de Armas, })P.) (See Appendix J); Gecrge!f" ** 

C-. Friedrichs acquired from ^amille ^.   C-irardy at sheriff's Sale j\a. 

(September 6, 1881, U.S. District Court f/356o) (See Appendix K); 

Camille i. Girardy acquired from J.H. 0'Conner (October 1, 1.87.3» 

P.C. Cuvellier, NP) (See A pemdix K),* John H. C'Gonner acquired 

at Sheriff's Sale from Henry Parlange (June 20, 1373, Fifth district 

Court .^21) (See Appendix K); Jean Henry Parlance acquired from the 

Succes.-icn cf John HcConogh (City cf Baltimore), (l-larch 23ilQS9i  E.G. 

Gcttschalk, I^P)  (Sea Appendix K); John HcDonogh acquired from the 

'union jaa^ic of Loiujpana (October 23, ldU93 A. Mazureau, NP) (See 

App^i^cre^ K an^H>j union Bank of Louisiana acquire-", from Orleans 

\ *«'■ i* * - 
ThefffewCo.  at SHftnff !s Sale  (September 29,  1613,  Fifth district 

Court wl(&)   (See Appendix K)>   Orleans   *neatre  Cc.   acquired from 

John Davis   (i'lay 11,  l33c,   F.   de Armas,   NP)   (See appendices  K *tt& F); 
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pa'Davis aequi£fed a part interest fron Jean Philiipon,  (November 
,, i".j " \ " .v.    ..  . -V   " *  -■-.        ■•   "'. 

3, I:$^0^"l'P^/Pe<fe^iQiauxj .-:?) (See appendices L and }$). 

To determine the chain cf title for the actual property on 

which the Orleans Ballroom stands, it is necessary at this point 

tc trace Lot "A" in five separate portions, the applicable portions 

teing LIOS. 1, 2, and 3 io appendix L . John ^avis and Jean rhillipcn 

acquired Portion No. 3 measuring 501- U" front on Orleans Street, 

frrm Bernard ^aric-ny (December 6, iBlg, ?• Pedesclaux, N?) (See 

Appendix C) who had previously acquired it from the creditors of 

Joseph Monte gut (June 26, 1315, I-iarc Lafitte, NP) (See Appendix L); 

Portions No. 1 and No, 2 whish measure 21'- 011 and 3U1- hn  front on*-, 

Orleans were acquired by John 3avis and Jean Philiipon from Pierre > 

Sauve (February 13, l3l6, Marc Lafitte, :!P) (See appendix P); Sauve 

acquired these two portions frcr the syndics of thv creditors of Kr. 

Joseph Monte;/ut (September 15, 1&5, Hare lafitte, MP) (See Appendices 

L and Q), *1I of tho above transactions, it will be noted, begin 

with acquisitions from the Succession of Joseph Hontegut.  This 

Succession is missing from the records and nc furtner acquisition 

is obtainable. 

Iiijni,te4-';^i|ae'for this report preludes a further search cf 

$&t^nt>rytreqor&8.  It is felt, however, that additional data, 

particularly'early detailed descriptions of the interior , night 

be discovered in the French language newspapers of the day.  There 

is also a recent fe-tured story on the call ftocm. published in the 

Tines - Picayune, -.arch 26, 1963, by feature writer Martha Samuels, 
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;art II. Architectural Information 

Although obscured sonewnat by a balcony ani t wcoi leuvered 

screen, the 3lnple rectilinear lines"of the Orleans ballroom still 

reflect a classical simplicity and hcrizcntality in contrast tc 

tne neignboring buildings en this block.  Its historical associations 

hiive attached much sentimental value r.o the structure wnieh is 

presently being tnreateneo by being engulfed in b.  notel complex. 

The original fabric has weathered well an : it stands in a generally 

gcod condition, although maintenance in recent years seems to h-ve 

bee a ninimun. ■•■*•.. , 

The overall dimensions of the building are llU'- 7" x £6'- Un.; 

The overall height frcm the sidewalk to the top of the cornice is   ' 

36'- 9?. 

The foundations are inaccessible.  The fear exterior walls are 

brick bearing.  There is an intermediate bric^- bearing wall which 

is parallel to the street facade and which encloses the actual 

ballroom.  It terminates in a parapet above the rcof and at the 

present tine there is only one chimney on the end wail on the 

"river"-side. 

Openings on the ground floor consist of one monumental dcor- 

way in the center flanked by  ^oric pilasters supporting a simple 

architrave. It should be noted that an ^arly illustration depicts 

an arched openinr over this doorway (See Appendix '£)•  The date of 
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th©,:6>:- pinel^&Oi&le doors, which are 13'- 3 3/U" hicli, is not 

knova;.-■'•■leading', "fed the side driveway from ftoon ho. h  is a wood 

paneled double door glased above, and a sinilar double door in 

the sane room which leads to the re a.,' courtyard,  i'n.ere are also 

exterior wood louvered shutters at the deer.  -he remaining exterior 

door leads from room -ic. 5 to the rear courtyard.  It is wood paneled 

with a modern exterior screened doer. 

On each side of the main entrance on the front there are fcur 

arched openings which frame dc/cle-hung windows, having double- 

hin^ed solid wood snutters on the exterior,  below eac.n of these 

windows there are -ieeorative cast iron 1'cundaticn ven.ilators,     .-":','..&>J*-:.-'>i   * 
■ ■ ■    -■..-■■^A...-. 

which are now partially covered by the existing  sidewalk wnich """":..s-. !$$&£'. £■ ■ "'-- ;*->**%- 

has been raised, 

Cn  the second floor there is s double deer Ln the center. 

These doors ii^ve two panels b*-;lcw and J  snail li.jnts above.  On 

the exterior "hers are weed louverei shutters, and there is a glazed 

fan lirht areve.  This dccrw&y v:;iior. leads tc & wcci balcony is 

also framed 1: ' double ^n^'^ed Torio .-"ilasters supporting an elaborate 

projecting entablature.  The '^ei_:ht frcr the i^l'C^" floor tc the 

top, of that..£aiy is 12' - iM. 

:>b'.;^anking/'ttlfe;^locr and in vertical alignment  it:-, the windows 

below are 'double-hrm^; windows with louvered snutters.  these windows 

are 12'- 2" hiph -*nd are frar.ed with a flat ri&-t=red surround 

and individual moulded cornices. 
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Across" thetetntirfe .secon.i fleer there is a wood balcony supported 

by cantileverefSirpn bars. The balcony is roofed in two separate 

portions on each side of the center frcntespiece. At this point 

the unrocfed ■ alcony deck extends cut ever trie sidewalk to trie 

curbing .-nd is supported ey a triple-arched entrance portico e>.ecuted 

in wood.  The balcony and the portico are not ori/inal but. later 

additions. 

Behind the existing parapet wnich dees not correspond in retails 

tc that shown is early views,   triers is a gabled slate rcof which 

covers the ■nain rooms across t:ie frcnt.  It is franed by a simple 

truss composed of 1" x '3 fe", 211 x 6's" and 2" x lO's", spanning      .':. -" \.- 

approximately 32'- 6",  The rear portion of the building is covered; ''',■;•■-• 

by a tar ;-ni rravel r of,  "he framing members cannot be seen. 

Cther than the ^cric pilaster.: framing the entrance, the only 

decorative elements en the facade are trie pi- stered cornices which 

fra:ie each story.  The crowning cornice is deeper an! "ore richly profiled. 

There is a ^.cde.rn rv.'.tter across the r.alccny roofs and also 

abeve t..;? projecting portico at the entrance. 

Cn t.'.e interior, the arrangement of rooms is an otvicus alteration 

from the original layout. On the first floor there is a wide central 

halltleadingf from the entrance to a spacious stair-lobby at the rear. 

The' central hall"has an asphalt tile floor, ana the 'ioor of the stair- 

lcoby, is black and white rnarble tiles.  '^nere is i-. flight of two steps 

at the rear of th ■ central nail leading up to the -tair-lcbby.  The 
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The 'ofjenifig between the rooms has be  n reduced  in width,   so that 

ttro .free—standing; Doric columns now stand in front of the r.odern 

walls.     It is not   difficult to visualize the pleasing effect 

of   !:he ori ;i;.ai appearance  of the  steps and the  columns leading to 

the  stair-hall,    A modern elevator has teen installed in tho stair- 

lobby.     Tiiere are two  rccms witn uspnalt tile fleers,   one at  each 

end  cf the stair-lobby.     fh.e space to tr.e left  of the  entrance 

hall has been partitioned  into twe rooms,   the  first,   opening  to 

the  nalx  and cne riser up frcm it is  th    smaller rccn which  is 

pres ntly used  as the  school office.     The   floor is linoleum and  there 

is  a ceilin-   cornic"  en thr se walls.     Connected by a doorway is  the" 

larger room with weed  fleer now   ised  as a chemistry laboratory.     There^.^'-J 

are  also  two rows of tares   each round wood columns in   this  room wnich 

would hdve teen  s-Tnmetrically disposed in the  ■" ne larpe  rcon before 

the  office partition was  aided.     The- ceiling ccrnic^ is a continuation 

cf  the   first roo::.     Cn t::e  ri^ht  cf  the  stair hall,   cut not connected 

tc   it  is   a lar^e room witn weeden  fleer presently used as a dining 

rccn.     There arc only two  circular  iron columns  in this  room.     Entrance 

tc  t.ie room is   from the   stair-lobty,   ana tnero  is also a connecting 

doorwayto .the., existing ^itcner. adjacent,.     There  is an asphalt tile 

flp^^'oar.-tfte kttdfen. 

All  of th^'-walls   iewnstairs   nave  a smooth plaster  finish,   except 

for the  kitcnen uhich  is  cf vertical weed  ■ cards.     There  is  a wood 

w&inscote.  i:i the entran' e  h&ii an.i trie stair-lcbb/ cnly.     Tha interior 

■'V-;f:fc 
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wall which dlvifos all  of tae front rooms fron these  in the rear 

is brick»beasing;    AIJ  ceilings downstairs are plastered except 

for the wood ceiling  in the  kitchen. 

a spacious U-shaped wooden  stair with twe lanainj.es  leads  to 

the  second floor stair-lcb—7.     At each end  cf this lobby there are 

two  rooms,   a parlor and a  sewing rccm.     jtLl  of tnese rooms have wood 

floors.    There are doors leading from the stair-hall to a later addition, 

the  student dormitory,  which extends to tne  rear.    At the mid-ccint 

of the building there  i~ a hall-way leading from trie  stair-lobby in 

the  rear to trie balcony en thj rent,  the decK of tne balcony is four 

risers ui;   fro:1, the  nail,     There are  four classrooms ''      """' oms across the f*o^-f^ip4%-£> 

cf the building, two en each side of tne hall. The floors in ttjj&v' 

them a:*e wood, and en thj ether side they a.-e asphalt tile. Walls 

and  ceilings are  finisned  in snectn plaster. 

in tnese classrooms,   tne plaster  cornices exist on all  of the 

pla.:tere"^  bricK-bearing walls. 

The  only re'.aining decorative features in these   i%ront  roons 

are  lar"e  cast-iron  cei_fng  rosettes v;nich are perforated tc  the 

attic  space above. 

fhe building is  lighted by ncdero   electrical  fixtures aril iieated by 

gas&fspace hejtters.     The only trace of original heat is what appears to 

be twin fifreplaees,   (on the sane wall) at the "river"  end of the 

original ballroom,     ^he single existing ch:.nnev is a continuation of 

the  one neare-t to tne  street.     An early view shows tne second chimney 
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(sj##;$|^nd9bE^'Jt- There is a distinct contrast between the quietness 

of.,..tftil!bXock o£ -Orleans Sx-reet ani the nciser dcyal  and courbon 

Streets which are the perpendicular ccundaries of tnis particular 

square.  Being flusn. wH-t-h tae sidewalk r-here is nc landscaping on 

the street front rtae open spaces occurring in the courtyards in tne 

rear.  These courtyards are paved an x  contain a few ilcwer beds and 

a snail fountain. It is net treated ticwever, in tne asual lush oanner 

cf seme cf the restored patics. 


